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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE: TRUE OR FALSE

1. The UK is one of only two countries to have introduced freedom of information legislation.

2. Access to information held by UK public authorities could not be requested until 1 January 2005.

3. Requests for information from public authorities may only be made by people who live in the UK.

4. The FOIA does not apply retrospectively to information held by public authorities. 

5. The Act can only be applied to private sector bodies by way of an Order made by the Secretary of State. No such orders have been made.

6. Any decision by the Information Commissioner forcing a Government department to disclose information can always be overruled by a Government Minister.

7. An applicant sends an e-mail request for information but fails to provide an address for correspondence. The request is valid and has to be dealt with. 

8. Upon receiving a request for information, a public authority has forty working days to supply it.

9. An authority receives a request from someone calling himself “Spiderman” providing a PO Box address for correspondence. The request is valid and has to be dealt with.

10.  The maximum that can be charged for an FOI request is £600 plus photocopying expenses.

11. An applicant has three months in which to pay the fee before the request lapses. 

12. In determining what is in the public interest, public authorities should take into account the following:

· the seniority of persons involved in the subject matter; 

· possible loss of confidence in government or other public authority; and 

· the risk of the applicant misinterpreting the information.

13. If an authority refuses a request for information by relying on an exemption, the authority is not required to give reasons as to why the exemption applies.

14. If an applicant is dissatisfied with a public authority's response to a request for information, the next course of action is to complain to the Information Commissioner. 

15. If an authority receives ten requests from the same person on the same day for different information it can treat the requestor as being vexatious. 

16. A solicitor in a public authority is caught deliberately destroying a report following a request for access to it. Both the solicitor and the authority have committed a criminal offence and can be prosecuted under FOI.

17. Data under the Data Protection Act 1998 is defined as information relating to any living individual. Therefore the privacy of those who have died is not protected by law.

18. If an individual makes a request for personal information about a third party under FOI, the public authority cannot disclose that information.

19. If information is available from another source a public authority is not obliged to give access to the same information. 

20. The Scottish FOI Act is better than the English version!
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